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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ISLAMABAD 8280 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: GOP EXTENDS STATE OF EMERGENCY 
REF: ISLAMABAD 2151 

1. JOINT SESSION OF PARLIAMENT AUGUST 26 APPROVED 
GOVERNMENT MOVE CONTINUING STATE OF EMERGENCY, DUE TO 
EXPIRE SEPTEMBER 3, FOR FURTHER SIX MONTHS. ACTION HAD 
BEEN WIDELY ANTICIPATED. PREVIOUS FORTNIGHT, GOP HAD 
ATTEMPTED TO MAKE EMERGENCY PROVISIONS MORE POLITICALLY 
PALATABLE BY REMOVING EMERGENCY RESTRICTION ON ACCESS TO 
COURTS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, THUS PAR- 
TIALLY UNDERCUTTING OPPOSITION OBJECTION TO MEASURES. 

2. OPPOSITION LEADERS WERE STRONGLY CRITICAL OF BHUTTO 
GOVERNMENT FOR EXTENSION AND WALKED OUT OF PARLIAMENT. 
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